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What is a Literature Search? 

 A literature search is a well thought out and 
organized search for all of the literature published 
on a topic. A well-structured literature search is the 
most effective and efficient way to locate sound 
evidence on the subject you are researching. 
Evidence may be found in books, journals, 
government documents and the internet.  
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Objective 
Identify successful strategies for finding the best 
evidence resources 
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Prepare for the Search 
•Make a plan for how to get evidence 

• One database is NOT enough 

• Select databases that contain the subject of your question 
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The Defense Medical Virtual 
Library (DMVL) offers mission-
essential online collections of 
medical ejournals, ebooks and 
searchable medical/biomedical 
databases. 
 
Email:  dha.ncr.dmrti-
admin.list.defense-med-virtual-
lib-owners@mail.mil 
 
Phone: 703-681-7703 
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• Combine Search Terms 
• Boolean terms:  AND, OR, NOT 
 

Useful Tools and Techniques 
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Prepare for the Search 

•Hone your clinical question 

•Use PICOT format  
P – Population   I – Intervention     
C – Comparison     O – Outcome    T – Time    
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Example: 

PICOT Question: 

For adults status post hip replacement, 
how do pneumatic compression devices 
versus low molecular weight heparin 
administration affect the incidence of deep 
vein thrombosis (DVT) formation? 
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Tips for Organizing the Evidence Gathered 

•Use a Reference Management Tool 
(RefWorks, End Note, Zotero) 

•3X5 or 4X6 Cards with Important Details 
and/or Abstract Attached 

•Highlight the Best Articles with Information 
that Answers Your Question 
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Consolidate the Evidence 

•Use Tables to Organize Most Important Details 

• Types of Tables:  Evaluation Table; Synthesis 
Table ;Levels of Evidence; Outcomes; 
Miscellaneous, i.e. Criteria, Factors, etc. 
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QUESTIONS??? 


